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                                                                                                                       January 2011
Your Pension Under Threat Again

Act Now Before It Is Too Late

Dear Colleague,

The Government is preparing to rob your pension scheme:

· It has already announced that it intends to change how your pension is indexed for inflation in a way that will reduce its value by nearly 15%

· It has recently proposed to increase your contributions into the scheme by nearly 50%

· It is actively considering a normal retirement age of 65 for all future service within the scheme, replacement of final salary as the basis for pensions by career average salaries, and reduction in the value of the lump sum

These changes would cost the average teacher more than £100,000 across their lifetime.

The main motivation for these plans is nothing to do with teachers living longer. That was dealt with by changes to the scheme in 2007. It is simply a money-raising and money saving exercise – a tax on teachers, in addition to all of the other tax increases and benefit cuts, and the 2 year pay freeze.

These changes will be introduced from April onwards unless we act decisively to stop them. We should not have to pay yet again for a crisis we did not cause.

Please come to one of the meetings we have arranged to explain the teachers’ pension scheme and the proposed changes, and to discuss our campaign to stop them.

The meetings are

· Monday 14th February  - Bradford City Football Ground, Valley Parade, (off Manningham Lane) The Chairman’s Suite

· Tuesday  15th February -Bradford and Bingley Sports Club, Wagon Lane Bingley (by Beckfoot School)

· Wednesday 16th February – Wheatley Arms Hotel, Wheatley Lane, Ben Rhydding, Ilkley

All the above are at 4.00pm for 4.15 start. Refreshments provided. Free, easy parking at all venues.

Please try to make sure that someone from your school attends.

Yours sincerely,


                                               Ian Murch, Bradford NUT Secretary                18/01/11


Protest  Against the Cuts

Do you want to express your anger against the cuts? 

 Then come to Halifax for the 

Northern Towns Against Cuts Rally
on Saturday February 12th.

The rally is backed by the NUT, NASUWT, ATL, NAHT, UNITE, GMB, UNISON, Aspect and CYWU.

Meet at Halifax Town Hall at 10.30 and march to the Piece Hall. The rally will start here at 11.

Speakers include 

· Linda Riordan MP 

· Ian Murch (NUT National Treasurer)  

· Barrie Rutter (Artistic Director of Northern Broadsides Theatre Company)
· Katie Clarke (parent and student),

· plus a senior shadow cabinet minister (TBC)
Equalities Group Resource
At the first Equalities Group meeting of 2011, on Thursday 20th January members will be watching parts of the new Stonewall “Fit” DVD which is an excellent resource.  We have 5 copies at the NUT office which we would like to lend to members to use in schools.
Please contact Alison Hill at alison@bradfordnut.org 
Eco-Schools Assessors Needed

Bradford NUT has been contacted by the Eco-Schools Programme to ask if any members might be interested in becoming an Eco-Schools Assessor.  The Programme was initiated by the last Government in 2006 with the aim of helping children to learn about sustainable development issues by putting sustainable practice into everyday school life. 
 All Eco-Schools Assessors are paid expenses and full training is provided.

Further details are available at www.eco-schools.org.uk/about

Have your say on Academies and Free Schools
at the Public Forum for Education. 

The Forum meets several times a year to discuss big issues in education and is for anyone who is interested.  Your views will be heard by people with some influence over education policies in Bradford, including Councillor Ralph Berry, the Lead Member for Children’s Services, and Kath Tunstall, the Strategic Director for Children’s Services.

The Forum will be held in the Banqueting Hall at City Hall, between 4.30 and 6.30, on Wednesday January 26th. (There will be a buffet from 4pm).

The Government’s White Paper, which sets out its plans to establish “Free” Schools and to dramatically increase the number of academies, is a far-reaching attempt to weaken the role of local authorities in providing a fair and comprehensive education system, and an attack on the conditions of service of teachers.

For further information or to confirm attendance please contact Naz Iqbal by email to: nazhat.iqbal@bradford.gov.uk or telephone (01274) 432337. 

Help Keep the EMA

By the time you receive this Newsletter, MPs will have voted on the proposal to scrap the Education Maintenance Allowance to which many 16-18 year olds in full-time education are entitled. If the Government scraps the EMA a large number of these students will find it difficult to continue their education.

You can support the students by

writing to or emailing your MP, if possible with a story about the value of the EMA, and by
signing the petition at www.emacampaign.org.uk
The NUT, ATL, NASUWT, NUS, UCU, UNISON and UNITE support the campaign to retain the EMA.

LGBT History Month Launch
Salford University is proud to host the launch of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender History Month on Thursday 27th January. It’s an exciting programme of events aimed at kicking homophobia out of the classroom. See www.salford.ac.uk/lgbthistorymonth for details.

Bradford NUT 22 Edmund Street Bradford BD5 0BH   


 Tel: 01274 414664/Fax: 01274 414665


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:contact@bradfordnut.org" �contact@bradfordnut.org�   website: www.bradfordnut.org




















BRADFORD NATIONAL UNION OF TEACHERS


Newsletter





























Bradford NUT Annual General Meeting


Tuesday January 25th 2011


International Restaurant


Morley Street, Bradford


5pm start, refreshments from 4.30


The meeting will be followed, at 6.30,  by a FREE MEAL of your choice at this excellent Asian restaurant.





Reports and discussions:


Cuts to schools and services in Bradford


Where will the Coalition’s axe fall?


Details will be available and they are not good.


Campaigns


Protecting our pensions


TUC Demonstration against the cuts on March 26th


Academies and Free Schools





Also on the Agenda:


Installation of new President


President’s Address


Prioritisation of Conference Motions





All members are very welcome. Come and join in the discussion and have a cuppa and a curry.






























