[image: image1.png]



BRADFORD NUT

22 Edmund Street

Bradford

BD5 0BH

Email: contact@bradfordnut.org
Tel: (01274) 414664

Fax: (01274) 414665

Minutes of the General Meeting held on 1st November 2011. 
Apologies:  Paul MacDougal, Ian Murch, Miriam Murch,  Philip White, Ross Elliott, Beverley Lotz, Steve Boddy, Matthew Latty, Philomena Lorrimer.
Minutes:  Agreed as a true record.
Matters Arising: 
Reps Training:

At the last meeting officers requested ideas about the form training should take. This request was repeated.


Correspondence: 

Pension petition. Members reminded to send petitions to local MPs if not done on 26th October. Also to visit NUT website and protest to Gove about how much pension we stand to lose.
Young teachers’ officer. A volunteer is sought to fill this position.

Nominations.
Two National Executive Members for West Yorkshire: 

Patrick Murphy and Hazel Danson: proposed by John Howarth, seconded by Kevin Greene.

Agreed unanimously.

Reserved places: 

Disabled members:  Mandy Hudson – proposed by Jane Rendle, seconded by Steve Pickles.

Agreed unanimously.

LGBT members: Annette Price – proposed by Jane Rendle, seconded by Steve Pickles.
Agreed unanimously.

Motions for Annual Conference
Motions on the following subjects were proposed by Steve Pickles and seconded by Denis White. They were agreed unanimously.

· Defending our pensions.

· Defending teachers’ pay.

· Developing the international work of the union.

· Representing members and maintaining a lay led union.

· SATs.

· The economy.
Reports and Discussions
Pensions Action
John Howarth explained the current situation and answered questions. The main points of the discussion were:

· The strike on 30th November now looks very likely;

· Public sector unions are in separate talks with the government about their own 
schemes but the parameters are the same – paying more and working longer for a 
smaller pension;
· NAHT ballot ends 9th November;

· NASUWT ballot 4th – 19th November and includes other issues;

· Successful lobby of parliament on 26th October;

· Judicial reviews prompted by NUT and NASUWT still in progress.

Patrick Murphy (Exec) gave a national perspective.

There was a discussion of options for further action post 30th November.
Academies and Free Schools
Union has sent very useful information into schools recently explaining the reality of academies.

There are two free schools in Bradford at present with more in the pipeline – two to be sponsored by Dixon’s Academy.
AOB

Denis White proposed sending a delegate to the Unite The Resistance National Convention to be held in London on 19th November. Conference is organised by Right to Work. Meeting agreed.
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