LEARNING SERVICES
CLOSURE OF SCHOOLS IN ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

GUIDANCE NOTE – FEBRUARY 2009
1. The responsibility for school closure rests with the Local Authority for maintained and controlled schools and with the Governing Body for aided and foundation schools.

It is the LA’s aim to keep schools open if this is at all possible taking full account of the health and safety of staff and pupils.


2. All school staff should make every reasonable effort to reach their schools in adverse weather conditions.

Consideration will be given to the nature of journeys staff have to undertake, road conditions, the physical fitness of the individual and the availability of public transport.

There will be members of staff of some schools who already have health problems and for whom the struggle through adverse weather could be positively harmful.  It is reasonable for Head teachers to ascertain which members of staff may be so affected and to consider authorising them to be absent for the duration of exceptionally severe weather conditions.


3. In view of the variation in geography and climate throughout the District it would be normal for the Head teacher to make a school closure decision on the grounds of Health and Safety.

Head teachers should ensure that appropriate plans have been made to cover the possibility that they cannot reach their schools after making every reasonable effort.  They should instruct, by telephone, the teachers who have managed to reach their schools to act on their behalf.


4. Head teachers and staff who have reached their schools should stay there if the physical conditions in the schools are satisfactory even if there are not many children in attendance.

Staff who are not required to teach should use their time in preparatory work/in service training/syllabus revision etc.

Staff of Special Schools and other establishments, whose pupils are entirely dependent upon special transport, who have reached their schools are expected to stay there though there may not be pupils in attendance.  Head teachers should be prepared to assign other tasks to staff.


5. If the number of staff reaching any school is adequate to cope with the number of pupils who have arrived, and if the school is heated, then the Local Authority would expect the school to remain open.  Individual Head teachers must decide if the number of staff present is adequate to allow appropriate supervision.  These pupils (even if their numbers are small) should be provided with appropriate work and should be kept at school as long as the physical conditions are satisfactory and staff are available.

If it is impossible to provide school meals such pupils could be sent home at lunchtime ensuring that a receiving adult is known to be available.


6. Head teachers are responsible for making the necessary arrangements following the decision to close including the informing of parents and other agencies as appropriate e.g. transport.  

If your students use small (mini) buses and taxis inform WYTS on 01274 - 385584

If your students use large buses, inform METRO on 0113 348 1122
7. Headteachers should inform the following Radio Stations ONLY if their school is CLOSED.


	Radio Leeds
	0113 224 7300

radio.leeds@bbc.co.uk

	

	Pulse Radio
	01274 305607

news@pulse.co.uk

	

	Sunrise Radio
	01274 735043

news@sunriseradio.fm

	

	FRESH AM
	0845 2242052

news@freshradio.co.uk

	

	Radio Aire
	0113 283 5600


	


8. Head teachers should NOT give details of schools remaining OPEN to radio stations.

9. Head teachers should inform the LEA of their school closure. This information should be sent by fax if possible to ensure that telephone lines are not blocked.
Please address the fax to Learning Services (Adverse Weather)
01274 385589

In the absence of a fax machine, a number of telephone lines are available as follows.

David Yates



01274 385529


Dave Johnston


01274 385525
Nina Mewse



01274 385537



Jim Hughes



01274 385585



Maggie Peel



01274 385526

Sharon Brear



01274 385533


EXCEPTIONAL WEATHER CONDITIONS

In cases of exceptional weather conditions, a decision on whole school closure across the District or areas of the District may be made by the LA.  Such a decision would be the exception rather than the rule.  Before a decision is made the local weather forecast and the local traffic reports will be considered and advice may be sought from the Police and the motoring organisations.  The information to close schools across the District will be broadcast on the local radio stations from 7 a.m. on the day concerned.




