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Help us keep our friend Memory safe from harm

Memory Juma has lived in Bradford since 2005 when she arrived here from Malawi. Memory attends Southfield special school because she has Down’s Syndrome and Severe Learning Difficulties; she lives at home with her mum Mercy and her younger sister.
Mercy grew up in a remote village in Malawi. When she got pregnant at a young age her life changed completely, as her baby was born with Down’s Syndrome. In her village many people saw this as shameful and also as an outcome of witchcraft. After some problems in the community Mercy was sent to live a long way off in the town, while her mother looked after Memory in the village. As a baby Memory was kept indoors by her Grandma and protected from people’s talk of witchcraft and evil. 
At the same time Mercy’s older sister had gone to study at Bradford University; after a couple of years she was working successfully and she sponsored Mercy to come to Bradford as a student herself. Mercy dreamed of starting a new life and being able to bring Memory to live safely in England.
As she got older Memory started wandering off into other families’ homes and taking food – people started to talk about her being a ‘witch-child’ herself. Not long afterwards, Grandma borrowed the money to come to the UK to visit her daughters in Bradford and she brought Memory with her. After telling Mercy about the problems in the village in Malawi, they agreed that Memory would stay in Bradford with her mother. Mercy says that she knew that this was wrong at the time, but she didn’t know what else she could do; she never told ‘anyone official’ about Memory in case they took her away.
Health workers in Bradford referred Memory to the special needs team and so she ended up going to special school in 2005, transferring to Southfield School in 2010, where Memory has made friends and developed as a happy and friendly girl who loves music and dancing. She has severe learning difficulties which mean that she cannot read or write and she has very limited speech, but she can use a combination of communication strategies to explain what she wants. Due to her vulnerability she would go on to receive support from Bradford’s Adult Disability Services when she leaves school in 2013.
In 2011 Memory’s situation became known to the UK Border Agency, and as a person aged over 18 who has no legitimate immigration status, her mother’s belated application for Memory to be granted “leave to remain in the United Kingdom” was refused in October last year with no right of appeal. In the letter sent on behalf of the Secretary of State, Memory was given seven days to make travel arrangements to return to Malawi, saying “Should you fail to leave enforcement action may be taken against you.” In her panic in November Mercy kept Memory off school all week, fearing that she might be taken from school and put on a plane to Malawi;  that was how we first became aware of this situation.
Solicitors for the Border Agency have explained that, even taking into account the European Convention On Human Rights, the Home Office have decided that “although there may be some disruption to her education, it is felt that the disruption would be temporary and that she could adapt back to life outside the United Kingdom”. The letter goes on to say “It is accepted that her circumstances may be less favourable in Malawi than they are in the UK, but there is no evidence to suggest her health would be at serious risk or she would be subject to extreme hardship.”
After talking to Mercy about her fear that Memory would be at risk of witchcraft accusations, I did some research to find out whether or not this was a realistic concern. As soon as I started looking into the matter I found out that the problem of children, disabled people and elderly people being accused of witchcraft in Malawi, is well known and documented by UNICEF and other NGO aid agencies. 
Some of these stories are very harrowing and I am convinced that there is a serious risk that Memory could be subject to extreme hardship or even death. If things went wrong in Malawi and village people did accuse her, Memory could not protect herself from this risk, as she would not understand it.
If you want to find out more for yourself try this link to the BBC’s web-site,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-11535155

In order to prevent this happening to Memory, her friends at school and in the community have formed a group – The Friends of Memory Juma –  to try to raise enough money to pay for a last ditch legal appeal, so that she can continue to live and thrive in Bradford. We are simply saying that Bradford is a place where Memory can live her life free from fear and abuse, so we call on our government to grant her exceptional leave to stay in the UK, and we invite you to join us in making that call and in making donations to pay Memory’s legal fees.


Dominic Wall – Chairperson 

Email: friendsofmemoryjuma@yahoo.co.uk	Website: http://friendsofmemoryjuma.yolasite.com/
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Yes I would like to become a ‘friend’ of Memory 
Juma
 and I enclose a membership fee of £5 payable to The Friends of Memory 
Juma
 – additional donations welcomed.
Name:    ________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________
Email:      ________________________________________________
(Please return to Friends of Memory 
Juma
, 98 
Haycliffe
 Lane, Bradford, BD5 9ET)
)
Yes I would like to become a ‘friend’ of Memory Juma and I enclose a membership fee of £5 
 (
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Yes I would like to become a ‘friend’ of Memory 
Juma
 and I enclose a membership fee of £5 payable to The Friends of Memory 
Juma
 – additional donations welcomed.
Name:    ________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________
Email:      ________________________________________________
(Please return to Friends of Memory 
Juma
, 98 
Haycliffe
 Lane, Bradford, BD5 9ET)
)payable to The Friends of Memory Juma.
I would like to make an additional donation to support the legal fees. 

Name:    ________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

	  _________________________________________________________________________

Email:      _________________________________________________________________________
 (Please return to Friends of Memory Juma, 98 Haycliffe Lane, Bradford, BD5 9ET)
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Extract A

"Reports of witchcraft feature daily in Malawian media. "

"Those targeted are frequently poor and marginalised, but more affluent and educated members of society have also been accused of witchcraft. People are most often accused of witchcraft in close-knit communities where “jealousies and tensions abound.”(17) Those accused are usually well-known by the accuser and apparently wish the accuser ill.  Witchcraft accusations have historically been viewed as gender specific. Recent reports have shown that those accused come from varied demographic and social backgrounds. Nevertheless, elderly women and children (often orphans), being from the most vulnerable sectors of society, remain the group most frequently accused of witchcraft and consequentially, most frequently attacked."

"Witchcraft accusations are a complex phenomenon in Malawi, yet many commonalities exist with patterns of witchcraft accusations in other Southern African countries. Communities are often motivated to start a witch-hunt by little more than claims by young children that they are being taught witchcraft by elderly women – one of the most frequent witchcraft allegations in the country.(14) Other allegations include unsubstantiated claims that witches are to blame for disease, death and other misfortunes such as natural disasters. The phenomenon is further exacerbated by a strong belief that the ability to identify suspected witches is held exclusively by traditional healers through various methods of divination – who are then afforded the right to identify as well as ‘cleanse’ suspected witches through the administering of traditional medicine and other harmful cleansing rituals."

"The Human Rights Consultative Committee, a non-governmental organisation stresses the need for a “proper normative legal position on witchcraft.”(36) Thindwa agrees that steps should be taken to strengthen existing law and hold officials and policemen more accountable to these laws. As it stands, Malawi’s legal system fails to protect those suspected of witchcraft. Instead, it facilitates and exacerbates the victimisation and abuse of the most vulnerable members of Malawian society – especially elderly women."

Byrne, Carrie 2011. Hunting the vulnerable: Witchcraft and the law in Malawi; Consultancy Africa Intelligence (16 June)


Extract B

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011
Statement on Child Witchcraft Accusations in Africa

Dear friends, 
In the past decade there has been an upsurge in violence against children in sub-Sahara Africa who have been accused by their families or communities of witchcraft. The stigmatization of children as witches as well as the stigmatization of other vulnerable groups in society such as the elderly, refugees or the handicapped needs to be arrested before it gets out of hand. Accusing children of being witches is becoming standard performance for unscrupulous Pentecostal style pastors and so-called prophets and apostles who mix Christian and African traditional religious elements so that they can build their reputation of being spiritual experts. 
In Malawi this poisonous mixture of Pentecostal Christianity and African Traditional beliefs has led to severe instances of abuse including torture and murder. You may recall the case of the 12 year old boy in Mwanza district who was burned to death two years ago after a prayer meeting, or the two young children who were burned to death by their relatives in Bangwe after having been accused of witchcraft by the pastor of a so-called Miracle church. You may also think of the youths who committed suicide by jumping in a fire in Ndirande last year after a prophet had told them that they were bewitched by their father. Recently we had the case of a 12 year old orphaned boy who was beaten to death in Blantyre district after the relatives had decided he was a witch. The issue of branding children as witches highlights the general need for addressing the problem of witchcraft accusations in society. It is not only a human rights issue but also a gender issue since girls and women are disproportionally affected. It is also an issue that affects the handicapped and the elderly as diseases such as Alzheimer often result in witchcraft allegations. It is even an issue of democracy because witchcraft allegations fuel tensions in our communities, creating an atmosphere of fear and anxiety resulting in violence and destruction of property. 
Proposed action We aim to form a broad coalition against witchcraft stigmatization in Malawi in order to address the issue from multiple angles. We believe it needs to be addressed from a legal perspective involving the government and the judiciary which includes the review of the witchcraft suppression act as well as lobbying for tougher legislation dealing with people who use witchcraft accusations as an excuse for violence and abuse. Finally we believe that the issue must be addressed as an educational issue, both formal and informal education. This can be achieved by means of a nation-wide awareness and education campaign involving civil society as well as the media and educational bodies. We also need to create awareness concerning witchcraft accusations from a psychological and medical point of view to help people understand that diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease, neurological problems as well as psychological conditions such as schizophrenia and paranoia do not reflect bewitchment. This needs to involve the medical fraternity. From a religious perspective it needs to involve the Christian church and theological training facilities as the problem of witchcraft stigmatization has been compounded by unscrupulous Christian leaders. 
We kindly invite you and the organizations and/or government agencies you represent to become a formal partner in the coalition against witchcraft stigmatization in Malawi so that together we can successfully address this issue and minimise its harmful effects in society. Thank you. 
Contact: The coalition against witchcraft stigmatization PO Box 2363, Blantyre, Malawi 
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